XVIII
AMONG THE HEAD-HUNTERS OF
FORMOSA*
FORMOSA is a large island off the coast of China, lying half
within and half without the Tropic of Cancer. After remain-
ing in possession of the Chinese for over two centuries, it
was wrested from them in 1895 by the Japanese, who have
remained masters of the island. In the seventeenth century
the Dutch, then at the height of their maritime power, built
forts in Formosa and controlled the island for thirty-seven
years before they were compelled to cede it to the Chinese.
The memory of their government survives to this day as a
sacred tradition among the aborigines, who look back to the
too brief period of Dutch supremacy as a Golden Age of
peace and prosperity, when they were treated by their foreign
rulers with a benevolence, sagacity, and sympathy which
have been sadly lacking in the conduct of their later masters.
The great bulk of the existing population is of Chinese
descent; the aboriginal tribes, which no doubt once occupied
the whole island, have under foreign pressure been gradually
driven from the fertile western lowlands into the lofty and
rugged mountains, which extend throughout the whole of
the eastern part of the island, and which for many miles
together fall sheer into the sea in tremendous precipices
thousands of feet high. It was this mountain scenery which
won for the island the name of Beautiful (Formosa) from its
early Portuguese discoverers.
The number of the aborigines is steadily diminishing, and
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